
In summer, when the weather is settled, we all 
like to raft with other boats. The problem with rafts 
is that if something goes wrong, like a strong wind 
coming up in the night, each boat tugs and strains to 
its own rhythm, putting strain on the ground tackle. 
More prudent, but less fun, is to anchor off and visit 
friends’ vessels by dinghy. 

Mooring to a log boom is always a little risky as a 
tug may arrive anytime – such as the middle of the 
night – to move the logs elsewhere. We rarely tie to 
log booms, but when we do, we thread our lines to 
the boom stick chains and double these back to a 
cleat to allow for a quick release and departure.

The Engine
Whether your boat is power or sail, maintaining a 
reliable engine is critical, especially when power-
ing against current and wind in the narrow channels 
of the Inside Passage. North of Campbell River, 
there are few opportunities to repair boats and 
obtain parts until you reach Port Hardy or Port 
McNeill. Before leaving on your trip, if you sus-
pect something is amiss with your engine, a sample 
of its oil can be tested at an oil analysis laboratory. 
The results of this analysis will give you a picture 
of the state of your engine – for example, 
copper in the oil might indicate the con-
necting rod bearings are wearing out. If 
you use an outboard engine, have a 
mechanic service it before you leave. 

We’ve always followed the manual for 
our engine’s maintenance schedule, reli-
giously changing the oil and filter (usually 
every 50 to 100 hours of running) and 
keeping the fuel clean with regular fuel fil-
ter changes. When cruising we wipe down 
the engine every day or two and inspect all 
wiring and hoses to ensure nothing has 
been jarred loose by a bumpy passage. 

Not all marinas supply fuel, so it’s criti-
cal to know your daily fuel consumption 

and fuel levels when planning each leg of your trip. 
This is especially true north of Campbell River, 
where fuel supply is limited.

Note: Throughout ‘The Anchorages’ section of 
this book, references to numbered islands means 
the island is labeled on the relevant chart to indi-
cate height (in metres) above high water.
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The anchorage nightmares are made of. We were 

trapped here for 2 days along the Alaska Peninsula 

in 40- to 50-knot winds. With 400 feet of line out, 

the CQR held but the rode was badly chafed.

ANCHORING ETIQUETTE
With more boats visting more anchorages, condi-
tions can sometimes become tense and a pristine 
cove can soon resemble a parking lot. But even in 
crowded conditions, if civility is the rule, the experi-
ence can still be pleasant and so herein is our brief 
primer in anchoring etiquette. 
1) When entering an anchorage with boats already 
at anchor, enter at a slow speed, less than 5 knots.
2) Try not to anchor upwind of other boats unless 
there is plenty of room giving at least five boat 
lengths (200 feet) to the boat behind after you have 
anchored. This will give you room if the wind picks 
up and more scope is needed. 
3) Do not anchor closer than at least three boat 
lengths between yourself and other vessels. If the 
boat has a different type of rode than yours, make 
that five boat lengths. Give other boaters space.
4) If you intend to raft, keep well away from other 
vessels and give five boat lengths swinging room.
5) Music or parties should be moved below decks 
after 11 pm. Loud music in a quiet anchorage is 
really showing yourself to be a neophyte.
6) Buzzing around in a dinghy or jet ski within an 
anchorage is also bad form.
7) The last boat in is the first required to re-anchor 
if boats are swinging too close.
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